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GENERAL PROVISIONS

1. NAME OF COMPETITION

11

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

The official name of the tournament is the Concacaf Champions
Cup (hereinafter. The Competition). Concacaf, atits sole discretion,
can change the official name of The Competition and include a
title or presenting sponsor in the official name and the official
marks. The Competition is played every year.

The Competition is an official event of The Confederation of North,
Central America and Caribbean Association Football (Concacaf).

The Competition consists of five (5) rounds:
131 Round One
132 Round of 16
1.3.3 Quarterfinal
1.34 Semifinals
135 Final

1.3.6  When referring to all five (5) stages - hereinafter. The
Competition.

Concacaf’s Member Associations (hereinafter: Associations) may
enter a certain number of clubs for The Competition in accordance
with the qualification process as defined by Concacaf for each
Association and Regional Cups.

Concacaf is the sole owner of The Competition and of all rights
emanating from The Competition and has the exclusive right to
organize, control and manage this competition. These rights
include, among others, every kind of financial rights, audiovisual
and radio recording, reproduction and broadcasting rights,
multimedia rights, marketing, sponsorship and promotional rights
and incorporeal rights such as emblems and rights arising under
copyright law. Any rights relating to The Competition that these
Regulations do not specifically grant to a participating club or




1.6

1.7
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Member Association will belong to Concacaf.

This Competition will also serve as the qualifying tournament for
the FIFA Club World Cup.

The Competition’s Regulations (hereinafter. Regulations) govern
the rights, duties and responsibilities of all taking part in The
Competition. The Regulations, Technical Guide, Concacaf Statutes
and all other Concacaf rules, regulations, circulars, directives and
decisions in force will apply and are binding for all participating
associations, officials, players and their respective clubs and for
all persons involved in the preparation, organization and hosting
of The Competition.

2. SCHEDULE

E

Official Draw: December 13, 2023

Official Workshop: January, 2024

Round One: February 6-8, 13-15, 20-22 and 27-29, 2024
Round of 16: March 5-7 and 12-14, 2024

Quarterfinals: April 2-4 and 9-11, 2024

Semifinals: April 23-25 and April 30 - May 2, 2024

Final: June 2, 2024

3. Concacaf

31

The responsibilities of Concacaf, among other matters, include but
are not limited to:

311 Organizing The Competition,

312 Supervising general preparations, deciding on The
Competition format draws and forming the pairings;

313 Determining the match schedule and kick-off times for The
Competition;

314 Setting the dates and approving the venues of the
matches during The Competition;

315 Appointing Venue Coordinators, Match Coordinators,
Match Commissioners, Security Officers, Referees, Referee
Assessors, Disciplinary Committee Members and any
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other delegates (hereinafter. Match Officials) for The
Competition,

316 Daily per-diem and international traveling expenses for the
Concacaf Match Officials;

317 Approving the choice of the WADA-accredited laboratory
that will carry out the doping analyses,

318 Deciding which matches will be subject to doping tests;

319 Informing the Disciplinary Committee of any breach of any
applicable regulations for appropriate action;

3110 Replacing clubs that have withdrawn from The
Competition and on what basis such a replacement
occurs;

311 Settling cases of force majeure;

3112 Selecting the official match ball and the stipulated
technical material,

3113 Organizing and coordinating the post-match ceremony
immediately following the 2" leg match of the Final Round,;

3114 Dedling with any other aspect of The Competition that is
not the responsibility of any other body under the terms of
these Regulations.

3.2 The decisions taken by Concacaf are final and binding and not
subject to appeal.

3.3 Concacaf may modify these Regulations, from time to time, in
order to comply with the laws of a specific jurisdiction, when
applicable. All parties’ responsibilities, rights and obligations
hereunder shall be subject to the compliance of local laws,
regulations, ordinances, and other rules issued by competent
authorities from the applicable jurisdictions.

4. PARTICIPATING CLUBS

4] Each Participating Club shall be responsible throughout The
Competition for:
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411 The conduct of all players, coaches, managers, officials,
media officers, representatives and guests of its
delegation (hereinafter. Team Delegation Members), and
of any person carrying out duties on its behalf throughout
The Competition;

412 Ensuring the provision of adequate insurance to cover its
Team Delegation Members and any other persons
carrying out duties on its behalf against all risks, including
but not limited to headlth, injury, accident, disease and
travel in consideration of the relevant rules or regulations;

413 Providing Concacaf with all the information and/or
documentation requested within the stipulated deadlines.
Clubs that fail to provide Concacaf with all requested
information and/or documentation within the stipulated
deadlines shall be imposed a fine of three thousand dollars
(USD 3.000), except in unforeseen circumstances and
cases of force majeure as determined by the Concacaf
General Secretariat. The fine shall be increased by 50%
for each time the offense is repeated,

414  Applying for visas within the required time as stated by the
diplomatic missions of the countries to be visited, when
necessary,

415 Attending press conferences and other official media
activities organized by Concacaf and in accordance with
its instructions;

416 Attending the mandatory Match Coordination Meeting
(MCM), at the predesignated time and location;

417  Allowing Concacaf to use their marks for the promotion of
The Competition, and allow the event sponsors to use the
marks in a collective form only, for the sole purpose of
promoting The Competition as per The Competition’s
Commercial  Regulations  (hereinafter:  Commercial
Regulations),

418 Collaborating and supporting Concacaf with the
promotions and activations of tournament sponsors as
per the Commercial Regulations.
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42 Each Host Club shall be responsible throughout The Competition
for:

421 Providing a stadium that meets the criteria established by
Concacaf;

422 Ensuring that the stadium is made completely available
on Match Day -1 and Match Day -2 for the finals, for sole
use by Concacaf Staff and Officials, to conduct walk-
throughs, install signage and conduct any other activity
reasonably requested. No other activities, unrelated to The
Competition, may be held during this time,

423 Providing access to a training field that is similar in size
and surface type for use on MD-1 if the stadium is
unavailable due to weather issues;

424 Providing for the local transportation of the designated
Concacaf Delegates and Match Officials upon arrival until
departure for all official functions;

425 Providing for the local hotel single rooms (including
breakfast and internet) for the designated Match Officials;

426 Reserving and providing the necessary rooms and/or
equipment for the Team Arrival Meeting (TAM) and MCM,

427 Providing dadll local information as may be reasonably
requested by their visiting opponent in accordance with
the schedule determined by Concacaf;

428 Recommending hotels to the visiting team and advise
which hotel is being used by the Match Officials to avoid
conflict;

429 Providing all water and isotonic beverages as detailed by
Concacaf in The Competition’s Technical Guide
(hereinafter: Technical Guide),

4210 Obtaining insurance for the training fields,

421 Ensuring that the match field is available for the team’s
official training session,
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4212 Ensuring that the police escort (unless otherwise agreed is
not necessary by both teams and match officials) is
arranged and on time for all official movements,

4213 Providing a team licison who will be responsible for and
available to the visiting team throughout their stay and
must:

42131 Speak the language of the team,

42132 Meet the team upon arrival at the airport and
accompany them to training and the match;

42133 Assist the team with special requests such as
arranging special menus,

42134 Arranging the transportation to and from the
MCM for the team’s delegation,

42135 Make certain that the team locker room is
cleaned and ready with the required
provisions as per the Technical Guide;

4213.6 Confirm the seating arrangements for the
visiting team VIPs as outlined,

42137 Any reasonable requests for the locker room
on match day by the visiting club or
Concacaf.

4214 Providing the match tickets as explained in the
Commercial Regulations, by no later than MD -2,

4215 Guaranteeing law and order as well as safety in the
stadium in collaboration with the relevant authorities as
established in the Concacaf Safety and Security
Guidelines;

4216 Providing a segregated safe section for the visiting club’s
supporters;

4217 Undertaking and arranging adequate liability insurance

coverage with respect to the stadium in which the match
e
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is to be held, and adding Concacaf and The Competition’s
marketing parts as an “Additional Insured” party in the
policy and providing Concacaf with a copy of such policy
prior to the club’s first match in The Competition,

4218 Providing an office at the stadium with a dedicated
wireless internet connection for the Match Officials;

4219 Providing twelve (12) practice balls and at least twenty (20)
bibs, ten (10) each of two (2) colors, to the visiting team to
utilize for their official practice on MD-1 and for the pre-
match warmup, if requested by the visiting team prior to
traveling to venue,

4220 Providing for a minimum of ten ball kids for each match
who are 14 years of age or older;

4221 |If the case of hosting the final match of The Competition,
assisting and cooperating with Concacaf to coordinate
the arrangements for the post-match awards
presentation on the field immediately following the match;

4222 Covering all costs associated with section 4.2.

43 Each Visiting Club shall be responsible throughout The Competition
for:

431 Arriving to the host city no later than MD-2 to conduct the
uniform and player checks as well as fulfill their media
obligations.

432 Providing for their own international and local travel and
transport and any costs incurred in obtaining visas,

43.3 Providing for their own hotel accommodation and meal
expenses;

434 Paying any airport taxes, laundry costs and tips as a
customary,

435 Having a cell phone during away matches that has the
capacity to make and receive phone calls while abroad;

43.6 Making any reasonable request for guidance, information

)A S
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and assistance from the home club in good time;

437 Advising the home club of any special requests, no later
than one week before the match of their travel and
accommodation arrangements,

438 Advising the home club of any special requests such as a
training field, transportation needs, beverages for training,
etc. no later than one week prior to the match;

439 Advising the home club of the approximate number of
supporters who will be attending and if they are aware of
any problematic supporters who might attend or might try
to access the stadium,

4310 Traveling with a minimum of 18 players from the approved
23-Player Roster for any match;

4311 Covering all costs associated with section 4.3 unless
otherwise agreed by the host club.

44 Clubs and their players and officials participating in The
Competition shall agree to fully respect and comply with:

441 The Laws of the Game and the principles of Fair Play,

442 The Concacaf Statues and all Concacaf regulations, rules,
codes, protocols, circulars, directive, guidelines and
decisions (including these Regulations and the Technical
Guide),

443 All decisions and directives of the Concacaf Council;

444 The FIFA Disciplinary Code of Ethics and the Concacaf
Code of Conduct;

445 The FIFA Doping Control Regulations,
446 All Concacaf protocols during matches and fully

cooperate in their enforcement (e.g. Concacaf protocol for
racist incidents during matches),

447 All Concacaf anti-match manipulation and anti-
discrimination stipulations,
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448 All Concacaf marketing and media requirements, as
stipulated in the Media and Marketing Regulations;

449 All kit and equipment requirements as per section 16 of
these Regulations;

4410 Providing to Concacaf prior to the start of The Competition,
statistics, players photographs, stadium information, to
include aerial photographs, and any additional information
as requested to assist in the promotion of The Competition;

4411 Responsible for fielding only eligible players. Failure to do
so will lead to the consequences stipulated in the
applicable regulations.

45 Clubs shall take all necessary actions for their players and officials
to be bound by and comply with all the aforementioned statutes,
regulations, rules, codes, protocols, circulars, directives, decisions,
stipulations and requirements.

46 Refrain from any illegal, immoral, or unethical behavior that
damages, or could damage the integrity and reputation of football
and must cooperate fully with Concacaf at all times in efforts to
prevent, investigate and sanction such behavior.

47 All clubs who have entered The Competition shall not refer (directly
or indirectly) to its team as an inferior team publicly or in the print
and/or electronic media.

ENTRIES FOR THE COMPETITION

51 The specific entry criteria for each Association or regional
qualifying competition will be agreed upon between Concacaf
and each Association in question.

511 Canada’s qualification criteria:

5111 The 2023 Canadian Premier League (CPL) Winner
will qualify to the Round One of The Competition.

5112 The 2023 Canadian Premier League (CPL)
Regular Season Winner will qualify to the Round
One of The Competition

R
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5113 The 2023 Canadian Championship winner will
qualify to the Round One of The Competition.

5114 Should one or more clubs hold multiple slots, then
the CPL club(s) with the next greatest number of
regular season standing points, will fill the
remaining available slot(s). Excluding the clubs
directly qualified as listed above, if one or more
CPL clubs are tied on total points in the season,
then the club with the best goal difference will
qualify to the Round One of The Competition. If
the clubs are still tied, then the club having
scored the most goals in the CPL will qualify to
Round One of The Competition.

5115 Should one club hold multiple slots and wins the
Canadian Championship, then the runner up club
in the Canadian Championship should qualify to
the Round One of The Competition. If the runner-
up holds multiple slots, then the semifinal club in
the Canadian Championship with the greatest
number of standing points in its respective
league will qualify to the Round One of The
Competition.

512 Concacaf Caribbean Cup qualification criteria:

5121 The 2023 Concacaf Caribbean Cup Champion
will qualify to the Round of 16 of The Competition.

5122 The 2023 Concacaf Caribbean Cup runner-up
will qualify to the Round One of The Competition.

5123 The 2023 Concacaf Caribbean Cup 3 place
finisher will qualify to the Round One of The
Competition.

513 Concacaf Central American Cup qualification criteria:

5131 The 2023 Concacaf Central American Cup
Champion will qualify to the Round of 16 of The
Competition.
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5132 The 2023 Concacaf Central American Cup
runner-up will qualify to the Round One of The
Competition.

5133 The 2023 Concacaf Central American Cup
Semifinalist #1 will qualify to the Round One of The
Competition.

5134 The 2023 Concacaf Central American Cup
Semifinalist #2 will qualify to the Round One of
The Competition.

5135 The 2023 Concacaf Central American Cup Play-
In winner #1 will qualify to the Round One of The
Competition.

5136 The 2023 Concacaf Central American Cup Play-
In winner #2 will qualify to the Round One of The
Competition.

514 Leagues Cup qualification criteria:

5141 2023 Leagues Cup Champion will qualify to the
Round of 16 of The Competition.

5142 2023 Leagues Cup runner-up will qualify to the
Round One of The Competition.

5143 2023 Leagues Cup 3™ place finisher will qualify
to the Round One of The Competition.

5144 Should the 2023 Leagues Cup Champion, also be
the 2023 MLS Cup Champion, then the runner-up
in the 2023 MLS Cup will qualify to the Round of
16 of The Competition.

5145 Should the 2023 Leagues Cup Champion, also be
the Liga MX Apertura 2022 or Clausura 2023
Champion, then both Liga MX Apertura and
Clausura Champions will qualify to the Round of
16 of The Competition.

Should the 2023 Leagues_C P slot(s) hold
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multiple slots, then the league of such club(s)
(Liga MX or MLS) will be awarded with one
additional slot to be given to the non-qualified
team with the next greatest number of regular
season standing points in the overall season
(Apertura and Clausura for Liga MX and
Supporters’ Shield for MLS).

515 Liga MX qualification criteria:

5151 Liga MX 2022 Apertura or 2023 Clausura
Champion with greatest number of regular
season standing points, will qualify to the Round
of 16 of The Competition.

5152 Liga MX 2022 Apertura or 2023 Clausura
Champion with second greatest number of
regular season standing points, will qualify to the
Round One of The Competition.

5153 Liga MX 2022 Apertura runner-up will qualify to
the Round One of The Competition.

5154 Liga MX 2023 Clausura runner-up will qualify to
the Round One of The Competition.

5155 Liga MX non-finalist which has accumulated the
greatest number of regular season standing
points in the 2022 Apertura and 2023 Clausura
tournaments, will qualify to the Round One of The
Competition.

5156 Liga MX non-finalist which has accumulated the
second greatest number of regular season
standing points in the 2022 Apertura and 2023
Clausura tournaments, will qualify to the Round
One of The Competition.

5157 Should one or more clubs hold multiple slots, then
the Liga MX club(s) with the next greatest
number of regular season standing points, will fill
the remaining available slot(s). Excluding the
clubs directly qualified as listed above, if one or

more Liga MX clubs are tied on total points in the
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season, then the club with the best goal
difference will qualify to the Round One of The
Competition. If the clubs are still tied, then the
club having scored the most goals in the Liga MX
will qualify to the Round One of The Competition.

516 USA’s quadlification criteria:

51.6.1 2023 US Open Cup Champion will qualify to the Round One
of The Competition.

51611 Should the Champion hold multiple slots, then the
runner-up club will qualify to Round One of The
Competition.

51612 Should the runner-up hold multiple slots, then the
MLS club with the next greatest number of
regular season standing points (Supporters’
Shield), regardless of the conference, will fill
qualify to the Round One of The Competition.

517 Major League Soccer (MLS) qualification criteria:

5171 2023 MLS Cup Champion will qualify to the
Round of 16 of The Competition.

5172 2023 MLS Supporters’ Shield Champion will
qualify to the Round One of The Competition.

5173 2023 MLS Non-Supporters’ Shield winning
conference champion will qualify to the Round
One of The Competition.

5174 2023 MLS season best ranked team in
Supporters’ Shield standings that has not yet
qualified, will qualify to the Round One of The
Competition.

5175 2023 MLS season second-best ranked team in
Supporters’ Shield standings that has not yet
qualified, will qualify to the Round One of The
Competition.

Should one or more clubs hold multiple slots, then
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the MLS club(s) with the next greatest number of
regular season standing points, regardless of the
conference, will fill the remaining available slot(s)
(Except for the US Open Cup and Canadian
Championship Champion). Excluding the clubs
directly qualified as listed above, if one or more
MLS clubs are tied on total points in the
Supporters’ Shield, then the club with the best
goal difference will qualify to the Round One of
The Competition. If the clubs are still tied, then the
club having scored the most goals in the
Supporters’ Shield will qualify to the Round One
of The Competition.

5177 Should one club hold multiple slots and win the
2023 US Open Cup, then the MLS club with the
next greatest number of regular season
standing points, regardless of the conference,
will fill the remaining available slot.

5178 Should one club hold multiple slots and win the
2023 Canadian Championship, then the runner
up club in the 2023 Canadian Championship
should qualify to the Round One. If the runner up
holds multiple slots, then the semifinal club in the
2023 Canadian Championship with the greatest
number of standing points in its respective
league will qualify to the Round One of The
Competition.

In the event of any disagreement in establishing or applying the
entry criteria, Concacaf will determine and apply the entry criteria
at its sole discretion.

As a matter of principle, clubs will earn the right to be entered by
their Association into The Competition through:

5.31 Fair play and sporting merit;

5.3.2 Compliance with their Association’s Regional Club Licensing
requirements;

5.3.3 Financial good standing with their Association and
Concacaf.
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534 In the event of a disagreement establishing the entry
criteria, Concacaf will determine and apply the entry
criteria at its sole discretion.

5.3.5 Qualified clubs must submit;

5351 The signed participation agreement (sent via
their Association) by the date specified by
Concacaf, at which point they will be officially
registered for The Competition.

5352 All other documents required by the dates
specified as per Concacaf.

5.3.6 Upon entering The Competition each club agrees:
5361 To play in The Competition until their elimination;

53.62 To ensure that their league schedule does not
conflict with The Competition’s dates and times
as determined and approved by Concacaf;

5363 To field their strongest team throughout The
Competition,

53.6.4 To ensure thatits home venue meets the criteria
established in section 13 and 15 of these
Regulations;

5365 To play all scheduled matches on dates and
times as determined by Concacaf and set forth
in accordance with these Regulations;

53.6.6 To provide Concacaf with any requirements
defined in these Regulations;

5367 To take all necessary actions for its players,
officials and staff to be bound by and comply
with all applicable laws, regulations, rules, codes,

protocols, directives and decisions, including but

not limited to, all disciplinary and appeals rules
and procedures, all anti-doping requirements, all
anti-match manipulation and anti-discrimination

)A : T T
5, e




W
©F CHAMPIONS 202 oo
\]CUP REGULATIONS

stipulations and all marketing and media
requirements;

53.6.8 To refrain from any illegal, immoral or unethical
behavior that damages, or could damage, the
integrity and reputation of football and must
cooperate fully with Concacaf always, in its
efforts to prevent, investigate and sanction such
behavior,

53.6.9 Thatthe club itself as well as its players, officials
and staff recognize the jurisdiction of the Court
of Arbitration for Sport (CAS), as defined by the
Concacaf and FIFA Statutes.

537 The Competition’s Champion:

5371 Does not gain automatic entry to the next edition
of The Competition.

5372 Wil be required to participate in the FIFA Club
World Cup.

5373 If the Champion is unable to participate in the
FIFA Club World Cup, then the runner-up will be
required to participate in their place.

6. LAWS OF THE GAME

6.1 All matches shall be played in accordance with the Laws of the
Game in force at the time of The Competition and as laid down by
the International Football Association Board. In the case of any
discrepancy in the interpretation of the Laws of the Game, the
English version shall be authoritative.

6.2 Each match shall last 90 minutes, comprising of two periods of 45
minutes, with a half-time interval of 15 minutes.

COMPETITION
7. WITHDRAWAL, UNPLAYED MATCHES AND ABANDONED MATCHES

71 If an Association does not properly enter an eligible club or clubs

PR
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into The Competition, or such clubs are unable to meet the criteria
established in these Regulations (considered “non-entry”), then
Concacaf will decide, at its sole discretion, the course of action in
relation to the vacant space(s) in The Competition. The same will
also apply in cases where an Association and/or a club are not in
good standing with Concacaf or a club is not in good standing
with its Association. This decision may include:

711 Providing for an alternate club(s) from the Association(s) in
question;

712 Providing for an alternate club from a different
Association(s),

713 In the case of the Caribbean and/or Central American
Cups, the next eligible club;

714 Leaving a space vacant and granting a “bye” to their
opponent(s).

72 Once having entered The Competition, participating clubs must
meet all obligations including participating in all matches. Failure to
participate in any match may be considered by Concacaf, at its
sole discretion, as a withdrawal from the event. A withdrawal may
have a serious impact on the integrity of the event and as such,
the penalties as specified below will apply, except in cases of
force majeure or unforeseen circumstances deemed acceptable
by Concacaf.

7.3 The following fines will apply in the case of a withdrawal of a club:

7.31 After singing the Participation Agreement up to one week
prior to the draw: A fine of USD 30.000;

7.3.2 From one week prior to the draw up to the first match in
The Competition: A fine of USD 120.000;

7.3.3 From the first match in The Competition to the quarterfinals:
A fine of USD 250.000;

7.3.4 Any time after the quarterfinals: A fine of USD 500.000.

7.4 Failure to play or complete any specific match does not release a
team from its obligation to play in other matches as scheduled in

R 2 s \
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The Competition. All cases will be subject to review by the
Concacaf Disciplinary Committee (hereinafter. Disciplinary
Committee) for possible sanctions and/or fines.

Except in cases of force majeure or unforeseen circumstances as
deemed acceptable by Concacaf, a club that withdraws at any
stage of The Competition:

751 May be ordered to reimburse the opposing club(s)
and/or Concacaf of any expenses that they have
already incurred as a result of its proposed
involvement or non-involvement in The Competition;

752 May be required to pay compensation for any
damages or losses arising from its withdrawal,

753 Wil be disqualified from taking part in the next two
editions of The Competition,

754 Wil be referred to the Disciplinary Committee for
additional sanctions.

The Association of any penalized club will be responsible for
ensuring that specified sanctions are carried out and complied
with.

Failure of The Competition’s Champion to participate in the FIFA
Club World Cup, providing it is played, will result in a fine of USD
1.000.000 payable to Concacaf regardless of any further
sanction applied by FIFA.

No appeal can be lodged against these decisions.

If a match cannot commence on-time or is stopped by the Referee
before the end of normal time due to force majeure or any other
incidents such as, but not limited to, the field is not fit for play,
weather conditions, floodlight failure, etc. the following procedures
must be followed:

791 The match must first be delayed for a minimum of 30
minutes, unless the Referee decides that the match
can commence earlier, before a decision to
reschedule the match is taken,
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792 At the discretion of the Referee, another delay of a
maximum of 30 minutes will be allowed if in their
opinion this extra period of delay will allow the match
to commence,

793 Otherwise, at the end of this second 30-minute
period, the Referee must declare the match to have
been cancelled,

794 In the case of a cancelled match, Concacaf will
decide within two hours of the Referee’s decision to
cancel the match, whether the match can be
rescheduled (taking sporting and organizational
considerations into account), or whether any other
action and decision is needed to continue with The
Competition. Any disciplinary sanctions resulting from
the cancelled match will remain in force;

795 |If the match is stopped and cannot resume for the
reasons stated above, then it will be considered
abandoned. Play will resume the following day at the
point where it was stopped and played to
completion, thus avoiding considerable extra
expense for the visiting club. If it is still impossible to
complete the match the next day for the same
reasons, Concacaf will determine how and when the
match will be completed. The expenses thus incurred
by the visiting club will be divided equally between
the two clubs.

710 The following principles will apply to the recommencement of the
match:

7101 The match will recommence with the same players
on the field and substitutes available as when the
match was initially abandoned;

710.2 No additional substitutes may be added to the list of
players on the Start List;

710.3 Theteams can only make the number of substitutions
to which they were still entitled when the match was
abandoned,

7104 Players sent off during the abandoned match cannot
= P «ﬂ-'.‘;;‘
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be replaced,

7105 Any sanctions imposed before the match was
abandoned remain valid for the remainder of the
match,

710.6 The kick-off time, date (foreseen for the following
day) and location will be decided by Concacaf in
consultation with the participating clubs;

710.7 Any matters requiring further decision will be treated
by Concacaf.

REPLACEMENTS

81

If any Club withdraws or is excluded from The Competition, the
Concacaf Council shall decide whether or not to replace the Club
in question with another Club.

ELIGIBILITY OF PLAYERS

Ql

Q2

93

94

905

A player who is elected to represent his club in The Competition,
must comply with all Concacaf statutory requirements for eligibility
of players.

Protests regarding the eligibility of players shall be decided by the
Disciplinary Committee in accordance with the FIFA Disciplinary
Code and upon its entry into force, the Concacaf Disciplinary
Code.

The club shall be responsible for fielding only eligible players.
Failure to do so shall lead to the consequences stipulated in the
FIFA Disciplinary Code and upon its entry into force the Concacaf
Disciplinary Code.

If Concacaf believes a player’s eligibility is in question, Concacaf
reserves the right to consider the said player ineligible to
participate in any stage of The Competition until the player’s
eligibility status is confirmed by Concacaf in accordance with the
applicable regulations.

Any team found to have fielded an ineligible player will forfeit the
match. If the result of the match was a victory for the club fielding
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the ineligible player, three points will be awarded to the opposing
club on the basis of a 3-0 score, or higher depending on the result
of the match. This incident will be submitted to the Disciplinary
Committee for further review.

10. PLAYERS’ LISTS
101 Competition Roster

1011 Clubs must provide their 35-player roster to
Concacaf no later than 14 days prior to start of The
Competition. This list is binding and must contain the
names of no less than 18 players and no more than
35.

1012 If The Competition roster does not include the
maximum 35 players, then additional players may be
added provided the maximum of 35 players is not
exceeded.

101.3 Clubs must provide their 23-player final match roster
(with a minimum of 18), selected from their approved
35-player competition roster, to Concacaf no later
than 44 hours prior to each match kickoff.

1014 A player already registered by a club cannot be
deleted from the roster regardless of the reason.

1015 Clubs must register at least three goalkeepers on
their 35-player roster of which a minimum of two
must be listed on the 23-player roster.

101.6 |If both registered goalkeepers suffer long-term
injuries or illness, then the club may replace the
goalkeeper in question with a goalkeeper at any time
during The Competition from the 35-player roster. An
injury or illness is considered long-term if it
incapacitates the goalie for longer than 35 days. A
medical report must be submitted to Concacaf
detailing the extent of the injury to the goalkeeper
before a replacement player, from the 35-player
roster, will be permitted as a replacement.
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101.7 All rosters and team officials must be approved by
the club’s Federation prior to being sent to Concacaf.

102 Once a player has had active time on the field for a club in The
Competition, that player may not be registered for any other club
during the same edition of The Competition.

10.3 All players must be registered with the club and the appropriate
Federation and eligible to play in any league match for the current
playing season per the FIFA transfer deadlines in each country.

10.4 All participating players must have a legal and valid government
issued identification containing a photograph and giving full
particulars on the date of birth (day, month and year).

1. START LISTS AND SUBSTITUTES ON THE BENCH

11 Up to twenty-three (23) players may be entered on the start list (11
starters and 12 substitutes). Up to a maximum of five (5)
substitutes may take the place of the selected players at any time
during the match. The start list shall be signed by the head coach
upon arrival to the stadium on matchday.

1.2 Upon arrival at the venue and no later than ninety (90) minutes
prior to any match, a representative from each team must submit
their start list to the Venue Coordinator or other authorized
Concacaf official, and should also have the aforementioned
identification documentation for verification if needed. Any player
without the relevant documentation may be deemed ineligible to
play. Both teams will receive a copy of the start list seventy-five
(75) minutes prior to kick off.

.3 After the start lists have been completed, signed by the head
coach and returned to the Venue Coordinator and if the match
has not yet kicked off, the following instructions will apply:

1.31 If any of the starting eleven (11) players listed on the start list
are not able to start the match for any reason, they may be
replaced by any of the twelve (12) substitutes. The replaced
player(s) may no longer take part in the match, and the quota
of substitute players shall be reduced accordingly. During the
match, five (5) players may still be substituted.
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1N.3.2 If any of the twelve (12) substitutes listed on the start list are
not able to be fielded for any reason, the player(s) concerned
may not be replaced on the bench by an additional player,
which means that the quota of substitutes shall be reduced
accordingly. During the match, five (5) players may still be
substituted.

N4 |If a starting player sustains a serious injury or is so ill that he
cannot longer be expected to play, he may be replaced prior to
pregame protocol without penalty by an eligible substitute from
the start list but must be listed as injured on the Start List and will
be ineligible to play the match.

1.5 Although no longer eligible to play as a substitute, the injured or ll
player who was removed from the start list may be seated on the
substitutes’ bench, and if so, would then also be eligible for doping
control selection.

.6 A maximum of twenty-one (21) people (twelve (12) substitute
players and nine (9) club officials) are permitted on the substitutes’
bench. The club officials must have their names and functions
indicated on the official form provided by Concacaf prior to the
match. Note: suspended players or officials are not permitted to sit
on the substitutes’ bench.

1.7 Up to nine (9) club officials of each Participating Club will be
allowed in the substitute bench for each match. Of the nine (9)
club officials, the following positions are mandatory: Head Coach,
Assistant Coach and two (2) members of the Medical Staff, which
can be: Doctor, Medical Assistant and/or Physiotherapist,
Physician or Athletic Trainer/Therapist. If the Head Coach is serving
a suspension, the Club must designate an Assistant Coach
registered in the Competition as the person in charge on the
bench.

1.8 If one of the club officials is sent off prior to the start of the match,
the Club will not be allowed to add another club official to the
substitutes bench.

12. FORMAT AND STRUCTURE OF THE COMPETITION

121 Matches in The Competition, with the exception of the Final, will
be evening matches and played on either Tuesday, Wednesday,
or Thursday as decided by Concacaf.

R
\ 1]




W
©F CHAMPIONS 202 oo
\]CUP REGULATIONS

122 The Final will be played on the weekend (Saturday or Sunday) as
decided by Concacaf.

12.3 Clubs agree to play at their home venues, which must be
approved by Concacaf, and must ensure that their league
schedule does not conflict with the dates and times as
determined and approved by the Confederation.

124  The Competition will consist of five (5) rounds:
1241 Round One
1242 Round of 16
1243 Quarterfinals
1244 Semifinals
1245 Final
125  The Round One, Round of 16, Quarterfinals and Semifinals will
consist of a home and away series with the matchup winner

advancing to the next round.

12.6 The Round One will consist of twenty-two (22) participating
clubs.

12.61 The twenty-two (22) participating clubs will be seeded
based on Concacaf’s Club Ranking prior to the Official
Draw. These clubs will be drawn into eleven (1) matchups.

12.6.2 The best eleven (1) seeded clubs based on Concacaf’s
Club Ranking will host the second leg of the Round One.

12.6.3 The eleven (1) winning clubs will advance to the Round of
16, joining the five (5) seeded clubs as it is established by
The Competition’s qualification criteria.

12.6.4 The Round One matchups that contain the best three (3)
seeded clubs based on Concacaf’s Club Ranking prior to
the Official Draw will host the second leg of the Round of
16, regardless of the outcome of such matchups.

T
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12.7 The Round of 16 will consist of sixteen (16) clubs composed of the
eleven (11) Round One winners and the five (5) seeded clubs.

12.71 The sixteen (16) participating clubs will be drawn into eight
(8) matchups; R16-1 through R16-8.

12.7.2 The five (5) seeded clubs and the three (3) Round One
matchup winners that contain the top three (3) ranked
clubs based on Concacaf’s Club Ranking, will host the
second leg of the Round of 16.

12.7.3 The remaining Round One matchup winners will be drawn
and host the first leg of the Round of 16.

12.8 The Final will be hosted by Concacaf at a neutral venue.

12.8.1 At its sole discretion, Concacaf reserves the right to grant
the hosting rights to the club with the highest standings as
per section 1212.5.

129 Format

1291 Teams will be awarded three (3) points for every match
they win and one (1) point for every match they tie. No
points will be awarded for matches lost.

12911 Additionally, it should be noted that three (3)
points will not be granted to the team that wins
during extra time or the penalty shootout, but
rather will be based on the results obtained in
regular time of both 15t and 2" leg matches.

1292 The eleven (11) winners of each Round One series will
advance to the Round of 16.

12.9.3 The winners of each Round of 16 series will advance to the
Quarterfinals.

12.9.4 The winners of each Quarterfinal series will advance to
the Semifinals.

12.9.5 The winners of each Semifinal series will advance to the
Final.
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1210 Tie-Breaker Procedures for the Round One, Round of 16,
Quarterfinals, and Semifinals:

12101 If the aggregate goals between the two teams are equal
at the end of regulation time of the 2" leg match, the tie-
breaker criteria will be determined as follows:

121011 Greater number of away goals scored in
regulation time in the two matches.

121012 If still tied, then two 15-minute periods of extra
time will be played.

121013 If extra time is required, there will be a five-
minuh
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